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| BRETHREN and Parioh-Cirizans, , 


PON examining the Returns, made to us 
in Convention, reſpecting the laſt Plan of 
Government, ſent out for your conſideration; we 
are happy to find that every article, except thoſe 
which relate to the Executive Department, is ac- 
cepted by the people. And, although there is a 
l eonſiderable majority for kee ing the executive 
| power ſeperate from the legiſlative ; yet there is 
| ſach a diyerſity of ſeatimenteoncerning the man- 
| ner, and hands, in which the ſame ſhould be 
| depoſited, that the Convention have thought pro- 
J per to offer the following alternative for your 
cConſideration, viz. 
THAT, inſtead of a Governor, as propoſed in 
the aforeſaid plan, there ſhall be a Preſident of 
the State, choſen by the people at large, in the 
ſame manner, and with the fame qualifications 
as were therein required for a Governor ; that, 
in lieu of the negative therein given to the G- 
vernor, the Preſident of the State ſhall preſide in 
the Senate; ſhall have a vote equal with any 
other pron Gl, 3 and ſhall alſo haye a caſting vote 
in caſe of a tie, | Tur 
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Tua r annually, upon the firſt meeting of the 
Aſſembly, two members of the Senate, and three 
from the Houſe of Repreſentatives, ſhall be cho- 
ſen by joint ballot of, bath Houſes, as an adviſary 
Council to the Prefident, for one year ; who,with 

the Prefident, ſhall nominate and appoint all effi- 
 cers, ęivil and military, within the State, whoſe 
nomination and appointment were, by the afore- 
faid plan, intruſted to the Governor and Council; 
and, upon ſuch appointment, the Preſident ſhall 
commiſſion them accordingly ; Provided always, 

That no appointment ſhall take place unleſs three | 

of the Council agree thereto ; and not leſs than 
three of the Council, with the Prefident, ſhall 
make a quorum for tranſacting other buſineſs in 
the executive department. 
Tur Members of the Council, ſhalt not inter- 
meddle with making, or trying impeachments ; 
but ſhall themſelves be impeachable, by the 

Houſe, and triable, by the Senate for mal- conduct. 

. THz Prmlent ſhall be Captain-General and 
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy; 
and ſhall have and exerciſe all the powers, in- 
tended by the aforeſaid plan, to be veſted in the 
Governor as ſuch, 

Taz Preſident, with advice of Council, ſhall 
have and exerciſe the ſame powers, as were 
therein given to the Governor and Council; © | 
except as is herein before excepted. 

Tua the paragraph, in faid Conſtitution, reſ- 
p eCting theGovernor's ſalary,beexpunged ; and that 
the Preſident and Council be compen ſated for their 
fer vices, from time to time, by ſuch grants as the 
General Court ſhall think reaſonable. THAT 


% 


either of the Council, the Senate and Houſe ſhall 
Proceed to fill up ſach vacancy by a new. choice. 


foregoing alternative, from a conviction that the 
alteration. propoſed, is more conſonant to the prin- 
ciples of a free government, more conformed to 
the bill of rights, or better calculated to ſecure 


Convention on this point, are not only clearly ex- 
rights; but the reaſons therefor have been re- 
the people. Every perſon acquainted with the 


nature of government, and with the deſigns and 
Wbjccts of the legiſlative, judicial and executive 
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Tur, in caſe of the death or removal of the 
Prefdevt the ſeniorSenator ſhall have and exerciſe 
all the powers herein given to the Preſident, until 
another Preſident ſhall be choſen and ſworn into 
office,---And in caſe of the death or. remoyal of 


Taz Convention were not induced to offer the 


the liberty of the ſubject. The ſentiments of the 
preſſed in the thirty-ſeyepth article of the bil of 


peatedly and explicitly ſtated in their addreſſes to 


powers, muſt, be deeply convinced that in every 
free conſtitution, theſe muſt be ſo diſtributed and 
arranged, as to prove mutual checks on the undue 
influence of either; to effect which neceſſary and 
important end, they muſt be veſted in different 
-perſons ; like three equal powers in mechanics, 
drawing i in different directions, they muſt, in ſuch 
a ſituation, control and be controled by each other; 
and conſequently, while their force continues 
equal nd oppoſite to each other, muſt con fine the 
whole to one common centre. But ſhould you 
give any two of the three a ſpecial. relation, they 
wil. e NONE. the ane: e and 
| 1:3. JIRA; 


, * 14 32 


- hh, 


— 


-*® 


— SHE 0.0. 


3 muſt be placed and kept in d fferent hands, in 
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* hos the reſiſtance of che third will become in ſuſ- 
ficient to counteract their united efforts: So the na- 
ture and end of the three before- mentioned powers 
of government, being eſſentiaſſy different, and op- 
poſed to each other, in their operation and effects, 


order that each may 5 it's proper influence, 
and prevent incroachments. 

LzSISsLAT Io being the ſupreme power in 
any government, the objects of it muſt be various 
and numerous, and its limits ſo extenſive, as ta 
render it almoſt impraQticable to aſcertain them; 
while thoſe of the judicial and executive depart- 
ments are ſo accurately defined, in every, free State, 
that the leaſt deviation may be detected and pun- 
iſhed. The will of the legiſlator being the aw of 
the ſubject, and the law of the land the lin@of 
conduct for the Executive Magiſtrate, it is EO 


poſſible to ſuppoſe that this Magiſtrate, ce 
t F 


deſpotically inclined, could deſtroy or injure 
liberties. of the people; while the F of le- 
giſlation, and the command of the wealth of every 
individual in the State, are lodged in other hands, 
But if both theſe powers were depoſited in. the 
fame hands, they might overturn the whole po- 
litical fabric, without the pcflibility of meeting an 
oppoſition from the people, ſufficient to prevent 
their deſigns from being carried into effect. 
Tux Prefident, propoſed in the above alterna- 
tive, is to have no check upon the Legiſlature; is 
rendered totally dependent on that body for his 
ſupport; and is to have no excluſive right in the 


n en 4 officers, 
As. 


thority: the natyral. and obvious 8 


the political ſcale. Sup pray tn 
Io avoid theſe evils, and to comply with the 
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As more than a third part of the votes, returned 


_ were againſt a Privy Council being elected as pro 


poled in the laſt plah; we, conceiving tha 


it might be more agreeable to the ſentiments of 


the people to have a Council choſen out of the Le- 
giſlature, have propoſed that method. This is done 


with a view of removing ſome objections, made by 


the people, againſt the expence of a Privy Council 
end the powers of the Chief Execut.ve Magiſtrate, 

Tas reaſon for taking the Council from both 
branches of the Legiſlature, and not from the Se- 
nate alone, was to, giye to each upon a miniature 
ſcale, a hand in the appointment of officers, and ta 
prevent the miſchiefs which might enſue, were 
the Council compoſed of the whole, or a greater 
of the Senate: far in ſuch caſe the Council 
d not be tried for mal· conduct upon impeach- 
ent, the Senate being ſolely inveſted with that 


of ſuch a meaſure Would be to place the higher 


Executive Officers beyond the reach of impeach - 


ments; and it is not unnatural to ſuppo ſe, that, up- 
on the removal of this check, they might ventute 


to purſue meaſures which when refponſible for. 


their conduct, they would not dare to attempt. 


| Befides the reaſons before aſſigned, it may eaſily bo 


diſcovered,that aSenate, with ſuch additional pow- 
ers, would ſoon acquire undue influence over the 


other branch of the Legiſlature; and in time either 


wholly abſorb, or render it of little importance in 
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ſentiments expreſſed in the returns from a great 
number 
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Executive power, in the manner e i thi 
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viſe, that mode will be adopted by the Convention, 
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number of towns, we were led to adopt the befors 
mentioned mode; but at the fame time were not 
iniguſible, that ſuch arrangement is liable to many 
objections: That, in this way, the powers of 
Government mult be blended, and their indepen» * 
deticy on each other in ſome degree deſtroyed : 
but as our former ſentiments in this reſpect have 
not been adopted by the people, we are now under 
the neceſſity of propoſing the only remaining plan, 
which (as men of integrity, intruſted by you with 
this important charge, and as men equally intereſt- 
ed with yourſelves in the event) we can with fin- 
cerity recommend, 

Tur Convention have determined that, at their | 
meeting on the adjournment (which will*be onthe 
fourth Tueſday of October next)they will lodg . 


alternative, provided a majority of votes ſhould thi M_—_ 
appear in favour thecegf : but in caſe a major 


Mould appear in favour of the mode propoſed in 1 
laſt plan, ot any other, which you 1yourſelves may de- 


and heConſtitutioneſtabliſhed accordingly; and in 5 
caſe this alternative,or any new mode, ſhould be a- 
greed upon, the Conſtitution will be altered ſo far, 
and no farther, than is neceſſary to make the whole 
plan uniform, and conſiſtent with the neceſſary al- 
terations. The Convention have further deter- 
mined, that, in caſe a permanent form of Govern- 
ment ſhould then be adopted, the preſent Conſti- 
tution ſhall remain in full force, until the officers, " 
undet the new form ſhall be inveſted with their 5 
N truſts ; 3 ond that,in the mean time, the 41 
Sauk. RT. 
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"Mi 7 anbihibers of Aſſembly under the preſent Goodie 
ment, mall make all the neceſſary atrangemente 
: © tor introducing che new Conſtitation at the > 
| 8 4 anch in che manner, therein preſeribed. 3? 
586 ea Tur general agreement Kat 55 desen. 
tag el parts--of the plan ; the opportunity . 
A E aftords for cool 11 diſpaſſionate conſide- 
tation ; thé advantages, which muſt Teſult from a , 
Is regular aud pefmanent form of Governments: 
anim ite the Convention to perſeveteꝭ and give the. 
moſt flatte tin ꝑ proſpect of finding, at the adjourn- 
ment, a majority of votes, at leaſt, in favor of one 
og other ot the plans now propoſed and of their 
Having the ſatis fach on, of being inſtrumental in 
Ging a political Conſtitution, which will 
ca tfuſe, and tranſmit THE BLESSINGS . 
FREEDOM TO. GENERATIONS YET. 
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